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Eden  Lodge? 


Wood bridge, 
Suffolk. 

August,  1956. 


The  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Woodbridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  ray  annual  report  for  the  year 
1955#  dealing  with  the  general  health  of  the  population  of 
Woodbridge  and  with  such  matters  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  as 
may  influence  the  health  of  the  community, 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  Officials 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.H.Imrie, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

C.H.Imrie,  T.D., 

M.B.,  Ch. B# ,  D.P.H. 


ipector 


G* Ogden,  M.R.San. Ir,  M.S.I.A. 


A.  STATISTICS , 


!• 


Statistics- 


Area  of  District  in  Acres .  1097. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (approx.)  .  19 89. 

Rateable  value  of  District  .  £38,977.  0,  0, 


Prod.uct  of  Penny  Rate 


£152.  7s.  3d 
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Analysis  of  Vital  Statistics, 
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Causes  of  Death, 


Code 

Total 

Total 

JDo,_ 

Disease 

Male 

female 

2251*. 

221Aa 

1. 

Tub erculos is  res  pirat ory 

1 

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis  other 

— 

CJ. 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

- 

5, 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

-- 

•> 

6, 

Mening oc oc cal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

°  - 

9. 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10, 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

1 

•— * 

1 

4 

li. 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

— 

12, 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast 

— 

1 

1 

3 

13* 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

~ 

14, 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

5 

9 

6 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17, 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

4 

B 

9 

IB, 

Coronary  disease  angina 

3 

4 

7 

5 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

2 

20, 

Other  heart  disease 

3 

B 

11 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

7 

22, 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

T 

J 

24, 

Bronchitis 

2 

- 

2 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

- 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2B, 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy  childbirth 

«=-=% 

— 

— 

31. 

C  ong  enital  malf ormati ons 

1 

— 

1 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

3 

8 

B 

33. 

Plot  or  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

- 

- 

~ 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

1 

36, 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

q  9 

36 

69 

73 
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Causes  of  Death  under  1  year 


Prematurity 


i'fale  Female  Total 
1-1 


M  ■  .  .  In  general  ths  vital  statistics  indicate  that  a  reasonably 

nigh  state  of  general  health  in  the  community  was  maintained  throughout 
(‘'/“I  7wf+aJ??f  iaf?otious  disease  during  the  period  occurred 
and  death  rate^  dld  ^  &ny  aPf’reoiabJ  3  effect  on  the  basic  birth 

+w  Although  the  general  birth  rate  has  fallen  when  compared  with 
that  for  the  previous  year  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  / 

that  when  compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  it  remains  at  a 
satisfactory  level. 

,  *  Stip  Births  totalled  one  during  the  year.  This  is  a 
satisfactory  figure. 

in  Although  the  number  of  deaths  in  1955  (  69)  was  not  the  lowest 

^  represents  a  very  healthy  figure  and  compares  well 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

T.  .  0nl;7  °^e  death  of  a  child  under  1  year  of  age  was  recorded. 

This  was  a  premature  mfhnt. 


seen  th„t  *?  th®  oauses  01  daath>  see  5,  it  will  be 

een  that  there  is  little  change  in  the  pattern  when  compared  with 

^rs*  1?isea®es  o£  th®  h®art  and  circulation  form  the  largest 

^11eriant  diseases  come  next.  It  nay  be  of  interest  to  note 
r?at  this  latter  causa  of  death  does  not  appear  to  be  increasing  in 

frequency.  Deaths  from  violence  remain  at  the  same  level  as  in  the 
previous  year. 


I 


. 


/ 
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Infectious  Disease . 
Notifications  Received, 


Disease 

0 

1 

1 

5 

Age 

IQ  15 

25 

M 

age 

miknwn 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

2 

9 

Whooping  Gough 

2 

5 

8 

1 

1 

18 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Measles 

5 

34 

33 

107 

0 

3 

3 

3 

3 

191 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

12 

Dys  ent  ery 

2 

12 

12 

84 

21 

4 

23 

6 

4 

168 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

1 

3 

402 


Mont  bly  Not i f i c at i ons . 


Disease 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apl 

May; 

Jne 

Aug  S;ep  Oct 

Nov;  Dec 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

4  1 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2  2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

1 

18 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

2  14 

35 

39 

54 

46 

191 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2  1 

1 

1 

1  4 

12 

Dysentery 

40 

116 

11 

1 

168 

Food  Poisoning 

2  1 

3 

T—r—*  -m  -n 

402 
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Comment  on  Infectious  Disease . 

Infectious  Disease  figures  were  the  highest  for  several 
years,  due  mainly  to  an  outbreak  in  spring  and  summer  of  measles  affecting 
mainly  the  pre-school,  and  younger  school  children,  and  an  outbreak  of 
dysentery  (Sonne  type)  in  January,  February  and  March  affecting  again 
mainly  the  younger  school  children,  but  also  affecting  some  adults  and 
infants* 


The  outbreak  of  Dysentery  originated  in  a  primary  school  in 
the  town  and  seems  to  have  been  caused  by  a  convalescent  carrier  of  the 
germs  handling  food.  Although  the  outbreak  had  been  in  progress  for 
several  days  before  we  heard  about  it,  the  active  control  measures  which 
were  initiated  were  on  the  whole  very  successful  in  limiting  the  infection 
to  the  school  and  to  the  immediate  household  contacts  of  the  school 
children. 


Closure  of  the  school  was  considered,  but  it  was  felt  that  a 
modified  system  of  exclusion  of  all  suspected  cases  would  be  more  appropriate. 

The  fact  that  there  was  no  spread  to  the  other  schools  of.  the 
town  and  also  the  comparatively  short  duration  of  the  outbreak  all  indicates 
the  wisdom  of  this  course.  In  all  the  outbreak  covered  a  period  of  about 
6  weeks,  but  it  was  naturally  much  longer  before  every  known  case  became 
free  from  infection. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  there  were  no  secondary  outbreaks 
following  at  a  later  period.  These  are  usually  due  to  mimed  cases  or  to 
convalescent  carriers  and  their  absence  may  be  attributed  to  and  may 
justify  the  stringency  of  the  measures  of  control  which  were  employed. 

In  all  168  cases  were  ascertained  in  one  way  or  another.  Of 
this  number  26  were  pre-school  children,  105  were  school  children  and  37 
were  over  school  age.  Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  and  there  were  no 
deaths. 


A  statistical  analysis  of  the  outbreak  is  being  prepared  and 
will  be  circulated  as  soon  as  available. 
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Tuberculoses . 


Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M  F 

Number  on  Register 
M^nuar^ J351 

16 

8 

2  2 

28 

Number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

— 

- 

era  ■"“» 

Number  restored  to 

Register 

- 

-  - 

*«• 

Number  added  otherwise 
than  by  Notification 

2 

c_-a  u« 

2 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  Register 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Number  remaining  on  Register 
at  ^3 1st  December?  195,5. 

13 

7 

1  2 

23 

Details  of 

Cases 

ac]ded to 

Register 

Age  Sex 

Occupation 

Location _of  Disease 

34  M 

Shop  Manager 

Lungs 

71  M 

Retired  ’Bus  Driver 

Lungs 

Cases  Removed,  from  Ile^ister 

5  -  Recovered 

1  -  Moved  to  another  District 


1 


Died 
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Sanitation, 

In  general  there  was  little  change  in  the  sanitary  arrangements 
during  the  year.  The  scheme  for  a  joint  drainage  scheme  with  the  parish  of 
Melton  has  unfortunately  made  little  progress,  mainly  due  to  the  question 
of  expense.  Alternative  schemes  have  been  under  consideration  aimed  at 
cutting  the  expenditure  to  the  minimum  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  there 
had  been  no  concrete  progress. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  insist  that  all  food 
premises  should  have  sewer  connections  where  practicable  and  some  progress 
was  made  in  this  direction. 


Sanit_aiy/:  ^In^pector . 

I  would  refer  to  my  report  of  1954  and  urge  that  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  question  of  assistance  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

At  present  Hr. Ogden  is  unable  to  give  adequate  time  to  the 
routine  duties  of  Sanitary  inspector  and  with  the  coming  into  force  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  1956  and  with  the  question  of  Slum  Clearance 
to  be  dealt  with  the  whole  problem  is  becoming  'vital. 
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Slum  Clearance . 

A  preliminary  survey  of  the  town  was  carried  out  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  roughly  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  to  be  faced. 

It  was  at  once  obvious  that  there  would  be  in  proportion  to 
the  size  of  the  Town  a  considerable  amount  of  old  property  which  would 
require  careful  consideration,  some  with  a  view  to  rehabilitation  and 
some  for  clearance  and  redevelopment. 

Certain  areas  in  the  town  where  the  proportion  of  substandard 
property  is  high  and  where  the  buildings  are  crowded  together  or  other¬ 
wise  badly  sited  will  in  my  opinion  be  dealt  with  most  advantageously  by 
the  formulation  of  schemes  for  clearance  areas  and  redevelopment. 

The  areas  chiefly  concerned  lie  around  the  following  streets  - 
Angel  Lane,  Bredfield  Street,  Castle  Street,  Mill  Lane  and  Theatre  Street. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  a  number  of  individual 
houses  which  will  have  to  be  considered  for  rehabilitation  or  demolition. 

The  question  of  rehousing  the  people  from  the  clearance  areas 
is  one  which  will  require  much  thought  as  the  available  space  for  new 
housing  schemes  is  very  limited  and  it  is  obvious  that  redevelopment 
of  the  cleared  areas  will  have  to  be  at  a  lower  building  concentration 
than  there  is  at  present. 

The  rate  of  clearance  will  hinge  largely  upon  the  possible 
rate  of  rehousing. 

The  preliminary  survey  indicated  that  in  all  some  300  houses 
would  need  to  be  surveyed  before  any  decision  about  their  future  could 
bo  arrived  at.  The  work  involved  in  such  survey  will  of  course  be  very 
considerable  and  will  require  some  technical  assistance. 
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FOOD, 

Food  Premises  JLn  District. 


Bakers 

-  7 

Grocers 

-  8 

Butchers 

-  8 

Green  Grocers 

-  12 

Confectioners 

-  9 

General  Stores 

-  8 

Dairies 

-  5 

Pork  Botchers 

~  2 

Fish  Mongers 

-  4 

Hotels  &  Cafes 

~  12 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops 

-  3 

ood  JEns 

sections. 

The  following  items  were  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year  •- 


Tinned  ..food.  Meat, 


1  tin  Ravioli. 

21  lbs.  Corned  Beef 

1  tin  Steak. 

75  lbs.  Bacon. 

1  tin  Spam. 

33i>-  lbs  Pork. 

16  tins  Milk  (20J-  pts)* 

4  lbs.  Pressed  Beef 

1  tin  Salmon. 

14-  tins  Poars. 

4  tins  Tomatoes. 

19  lbs.  Cooked  Ham. 

1  tin  Mandarins, 

4  tins  Soup. 

Fish. 

2  tins  Pineapple. 

4  tins  Peaches, 

17  tins  Blackcurrants. 

1  tin  Anchovies. 

3  boxes  Bloaters. 

Other  food, 

1  box  Cheese, 

21  soup  squares 


FOOD  POISONING  CASES . 


There  were  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  during 
the  year. 
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Details  of  F ood  Pois,oning  Cas_  es . 

Three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  ascertained,  during  the  year. 

Two  of  these  were  associated  with  the  consumption  of  a  bath  chap  which  had  been 
kept  for  a  number  of  days  at  room  temperature  in  warm  weather.  The  infecting 
organism  was  staphlococcus  aureus. 

The  third  case  was  caused,  by  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  and  only 
came  to  light  at  a  later  date.  Mode  of  infection  was  not  known. 

There  were  no  fatalities  in  the  above  outbreaks. 

The  importance  of  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  on  all  food 
premises  is  underlined  by  the  occurrence  of  these  cases  of  food,  poisoning. 
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1.  Factories  Act,  1937 

Cnsoections 

Defects  Remedied 

Factories  not 
employing  power 

4 

2 

- 

Factories  employing 
power 

33 

16 

_ 

37 

18 

Outworkers  -  Nil  on  Register. 


11*  National  Assistance 


No  statutory  action  under  Section  4 7  of  this 
Act  was  considered  necessary  during  the  year. 


< 


I 


f 


